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ENROLL
THE QUESTION
FLOODING
OUR INBOX: 
With the UK government’s new immigration

white paper released, international students —

especially those from South Asia, Africa, and

Southeast Asia — are once again holding their

breath. Will the Post-Study Work (PSW) route

survive another policy cycle? Will it become

more exclusive, or worse, vanish entirely?
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Let’s be clear from the start: the Graduate Route is still

here. But it’s under serious review. The white paper doesn’t

introduce immediate changes, but its tone says a lot. The

government is keen to reduce net migration, and

international students, particularly those bringing

dependants or enrolling in lower-ranked institutions are

increasingly viewed as part of the “problem.”

Ministers are now asking: Are international graduates

finding real jobs after their degrees? Are they contributing

to the economy in a meaningful way? Or are they using

the Graduate Route simply to extend their stay?

IS THE
GRADUATE
VISA SAFE?
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This is the crux of the policy pressure. The PSW visa, once celebrated

as a step toward inclusivity and global talent retention, is now being

scrutinised as a possible loophole and that scrutiny could mean a

future tightening of rules, or selective restrictions based on subject,

institution, or even nationality.

What Does This Mean for Students?
If you’re already in the UK on a student visa, you are still eligible for the

Graduate Route as long as your course and institution meet the usual

criteria. Nothing has changed yet — but the uncertainty now shadows

every future intake.

Universities are worried too. Institutions that rely heavily

on international tuition may face pressure to "clean up"

their admissions especially if they’ve offered places on

courses with little connection to the UK job market. 

And students? They're stuck in limbo — between

planning their futures and worrying about policies that

could change midway through their studies.

THE REALITY OF PSW:THE REALITY OF PSW:  
NOT JUST A BACKUP PLANNOT JUST A BACKUP PLAN



Graduate Visa may no longer be a guarantee - Use Wisely
While many students see the Graduate Visa as a buffer — two extra years to figure things out — that mindset may no longer be

enough. With increased Home Office attention, students will need to use their PSW time wisely: gaining UK work experience,

building networks, and preparing for longer-term visa options like the Skilled Worker route.

The reality is that the PSW isn't a guaranteed path to settlement — and never was. It’s a window of opportunity, and now more than

ever, it needs to be treated that way.

The Graduate Route isn’t
gone. But it’s no longer
bulletproof.

Whether you're preparing to apply for Autumn 2025 or

already packing your bags, it’s time to think beyond just

getting to the UK. What you study, where you study, and how

you use your post-study time will matter more than ever.

Now’s the moment to be strategic. Ask the hard questions.

Think about your future job prospects. And most importantly

— don’t assume the door will stay open forever just because it

is today.

If you're unsure how this affects you or your plans, talk to

someone who knows the system inside out. 

We’re here to help.

Free Consultancy 
IELTS Reimbursement 
Job Placement 
Accommodation Support 
Proven Success
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DON'T WAITDON'T WAIT
FOR POLICYFOR POLICY
TO DECIDETO DECIDE
YOURYOUR
FUTURE.FUTURE.
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